
Sidney Community Visioning  

Adult Session - August 2, 2022 

 

Please share a positive word to describe Sidney: 

 

Safe   Community   Honest   School Spirit 

Volunteerism  Entrepreneurial  Proud   Creative 

Friendly  Sunsets   Togetherness  Cyclable 

Small   Helpful    Encompassing  Hope 

Adaptive  Inviting   Feisty   Entertainment 

Well-rounded  Wheat    Endurant  Agriculture 

Potential  Resilient   Family-focused Historical 

Connected  Opportunity   Driver   Playground 

Unique   Home    Listening  Hardworking 

Committed  Love    Welcoming  Powerful 

Close   Windy    Inspiring  Innovative 

Calming  Agile    Growth  Strong 

Pleasant  Hometown   Helpful   Octoberfest 

Unity   Youthful   Flexibility  Diverse  

Great   Valued    Supportive  Powerful 

Unflappable  Forward-thinking  Comfortable  Energetic 

Leaders  Thriving   Generative  Resourceful 

 

 

 

 



Your most proud moment of being from Sidney: 

 

Oktoberfest  Trail   Farmers Market  Playground 

Radio Station  Marching Bank Competitions    Skate Park 

School   Park   Raising 4 kids here  Pond at City Park 

Craft brewery  Chamber  Step 4 Childcare Center Fort Sidney Days 

4th of July Parade Ag Pavilion  Renaming Health Center Citizen of the Year 

Outdoor space for kids   30 + years Sidney Volunteer Fire Department 

Santa Truck  Graduates  High School graduates Coffee shops 

Back 9   Theater  Staying the course after Cabela’s left    

Bus Stops  Night 4 Cancer  Elks Club Renovation  Entrepreneurs 

Started a business Tour de NE  Remodel Catholic Church  School lunches 

 

Areas of Focus - 9 

• Interactive Recreational Facilities 

• Multi-functional Event Center 

• Entertainment for All 

• Planning for the Future 

• Be A Model Community 

• Vibrant Business & Commerce 

• Community Support Services 

• Plentiful Housing for All 

• From Here to There 

 

 

 



Interactive Recreational Facilities            (list below) 

• Sports Complex w/indoor pool 

• Indoor year-round pool w/activities 

• Sports Complex 

• Bike Path expansion 

• Indoor Pool        

• Artificial turf at the sports fields 

• Softball/baseball complex     Kim Phillips 308.249.1888 

• Ice skating rink (winter) / wave pool (summer) 

• State Sports Venue 

• Watiki Water Park – indoor 

• Dog Park 

• Interactive Art Mural       Kelcey 

 

Interactive Recreation Facilities volunteers 

Matt Benzel   matt.benzel@fib.com 

Kortney Allington kallington@sidneyrmc.com  308.249.2486 

Shelby Rookstool sdr2010@live.com 

Ally   308.249.1853 

Madi   308.249.1345 

Jeremy Lee  308.249.4004 

Casey & Robert Cortney pt4mempt@msn.com    250.2625 

Mike Namuth  249.2063 

 

Indoor Pool volunteers 

Keith Nienhueser   keithnienhueser@gmail.com 

Anita Pennel   anita.pennel@gmail.com 

Laura Naughton laura@lauranaughton   ??? 510.697.8200 

Tiffany Rowe  trowe0714@yahoo.com  

  

Sports Complex volunteers 

Kurt Grove   kurtgrove07@gmail.com   308.249.0023 

Silke Hunker  silke.hunker@gmail.com   308.250.2257 

Mike Palmer  palmeryou@yahoo.com  

 



Multi-functional Event Center     (list below) 

• Event/Activity Center w/things for children and adults 

 

Tiffany Rowe  trowe0714@yahoo.com 

Casey Courtney pt4mempt@msn.com  250.2625 

Kortney Allington 

Jeremy Lee  249.4004 

 

Entertainment for All  (list below) 

• Putt/putt golf and go-cart track 

• Water balloon fight 

• Activities for seniors   Laura Naughton   510.697.8200 

• Youth/Adult Dance Club  Tara Fischer    308.249.5654 

• Expand fair events/festivals 

• First Fridays – late business night/art walk  Doug 308.249.0353 

• Beer/Wine festival 

• Drive-in Movie Theater  Kim Phillips 308.249.1888    John Phillips 308.249.1516 

• More Restaurants 

• Horse Track    Mitch Wilkinsen   308.249.0518 

• Children Museum (Buffalo Point) 

• Igloo Tours/Center 

• Historical Information – Signage & combining 

• Support for Arts/Theater/Music  Kylie Ellwanger  kylieellwanger@gmail.com 

• Car Museum w/Soda Fountain  John Phillips   308.349.1516 

• Amphitheater at the Park 

• Larger County Fair  (list below) 

• Kids Entertainment Places 

• Planetarium 

• Community Theater home 

• Youth activities 

• Hickory Square Outside Dining/Drinking 

• Community Clubs    Anita Pennel   anita.pennel@gmail.com 

 

Entertainment for All volunteers 

McKailie Kuhns mckailiecarnahan@gmail.com 

Melissa Norgard          melissa.norgard@gmail.com 



Tiffany Jones  249.1510 

Madison Ely  madgiants@hotmail.com 

Tiffany Rowe  trowe0714@yahoo.com 

Jeremy Lee  249.4004 

 

Larger County Fair volunteers 

Ryan Filsinger   970.590.1368 

Heather Shaw  308.250.1651 

Bruce Allington 308.249.5240 

Kortney Allingon 308.249.2486 

 

 

Planning for the Future   (list below) 

• Rebuild K-8 

• New Elementary Schools   Rita Leininger  leinin726@charter.net 

• One Sidney Public School Campus 

• K-6 School 

• Trade Education Center (welding, HVAC, electrical, lineman, etc.) 

• After school/no school program (all year round) 

• FFA Greenhouse & Interactive Learning Center    (list below) 

• 4-H Livestock Stalls      (list below) 

 

Planning for the future volunteers 

Tess Plummer 

Sara Cottrell  sairaj099@hotmail.com 

Cassie Challburg cdchallburg@hotmail.com 

Kevin Challburg kchallburg@hotmail.com 

Emily Thomas  308.249.4156 

Silke Hunker  208.250.2257   silkehunker@gmail.com 

Tiffany Jones  249.1510 

 

FFA Greenhouse & Interactive Learning Center volunteers 

Anne Rexroth   308.520.4214 

Regina Narjes  308.250.9888 

 



4-H Livestock Stall Group volunteers 

Ryan Filsinger  970-590-1368 

Heather Shaw  308.250.1681 

Robb & Chel McMillen zquarter@hamilton.net 

Madison Ely  madgiants@hotmail.com 

 

Be A Model Community       (list below) 

• Destination Sidney 

• Paint Old Water Tower  Vicky                308.249.6288       

• Repaint Water Tower    Anne Rexroth 970.520.4214 

• Update Museums  

• Clean up entrances to downtown/I-80/etc. 

• Lower Taxes 

• Public Restroom Downtown 

• Communication Portal       (list below) 

Be a Model Community volunteers 

Jeremey Lee    249.4004 

McKailie Carnahan Kuhr          mckailiecarnahan@gmail.com 

Kelcey Cottrell 

Melissa Norgard  melissa.norgard@gmail.com 

 

 

Communication Portal volunteers 

Hunter Arterburn  hunter@newschannelnebraska.com 

Forrest Hershberger  publisher@suntelegraph.com   970.580.8998 

Kathi Patrick  jaxx212@comcast.net 

 

Vibrant Business & Commerce              (list below) 

• Fill the Old Cabela’s Buildings  Eric Pool 801.200.2428  epool0907@gmail.com 

• Cabela’s Buildings Redeveloped for Community Benefit 

• Heirloom Market 

• Small Business Mecca 

• Fill Corporate Offices   Amber K. 719.306.4105  meye1015@umn.edu 

• Revitalize Rundown Buildings 

• Renovate Elks and Fair Building Gerald Pennel 308.249.5304  gerald.pennel@gmail.com 



• Business Scavenger Hunt 

• Farmers Market w/Organic Food 

• Restaurant Expansion 

• Target 

• Downtown Beautification 

• Yurt Village    Regina Narjes  308.250.9888 

• More Childcare & Preschool available slots 

• Yoga Studio 

• Get Interstate Money 

 

Vibrant Business & Commerce volunteers 

Korey Milliken   308.325.4533 

Tara Fischer  308.249.5654 

Sarah Sinnett  ssinnett@huyett.com 

Sara Cottrell  sairajo@hotmail.com 

Melissa Norgard  melissa.norgard@gmail.com 

Shelby Rookstool  sdr2010@live.com 

Mckailie Kuhrs  mckailiecarahan@gmail.com 

Tony Jones   308.249.4032 

Ted Sintler   tsintler@pubank.com   308.340.2078 

 

Community Support Services 

• Promote Available Home Health 

• New State of the Art Fire Station  Ron Leal    region21em@region21.net 

• See CERT Team grow/recognized  Ron Leal    region21em@region21.net 

• Recycling System    Tara Fischer    308.249.5654 

• Paid Fire Department 

• New First Responder Facilities 

• Drug Alcohol Rehab/Suicide Therapy/Local help & assistance      Tiffany Rowe    Tara Fischer 

 

Plentiful Housing for All 

• More Housing    Melissa Norgard   melissa.norgard@gmail.com 

• Housing/Business Restoration Kevin Challburg   kchallburg@gmail.com 

 



 

From There to Here  (list below) 

• Sidewalk to pool 

• Sidney Deadwood Trail by bike to Chadron, NE 

• North Side – new streets and playground 

• 10th Ave Bridge to North Side to Downtown 

• Expand trails (interstate to North Side) 

• Bike Tours/Events      Pedalers Corner Doug/Vicki 308.203.1977 

• Airport Growth   Kevin Challburg   kchallburg@gmail.com 

 

From There to Here volunteers 

Kelcey Cottrell 

Melissa Norgard  melissa.norgard@gmail.com  

Jamie Bright    308.360.1203    jamie.bright@unl.edu 

McKailie Kuhns mckailiecarrahan@gmail.com 

 

Individuals that wanted to be engaged in the next steps on everything! 

Bonnie Leal    308.250.4024 bonnie.leal80@gmail.com 

Evie B.    308.249.3188   eblackburn@sidneyrmc.com 

Kendra Mitchell  817.600.3699 director@visitsidneyne.com 

Jamie Bright     308.360.1203    jamie.bright@unl.edu 

 



 




